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COOPERATIVE VECONOMIC™ INSECT "REPORT 


VELVETBEAN CATERPIL?.AR damaging soybeans in Alabama, 
Georgia, and South Carolina, Also attacking peanuts in some Georgia 
and Alabama areas. (page 306) 


APPLE MAGGOT emergence dates and summary. eS 307) 


HORNWORMS damaging tomatoes over wide area in Indiana. (age 
308). 


EUROPEAN EARWIG occurrence 1952. (309) 


-PINK BOLLWORM infestation found in 5 additional east Texas 
counties, Bete 310) 


A LOOPER damaging 275, 000 acres of ieee fir and Douglas -fir 
in Latah County, Idaho, (page ou 3 


SCREW-WORM outbreak general throughout central and eastern 
Nebraska. Infestation in Stillwater, Oklahoma vicinity. (page 312) 


MOSQUITOES most serious pest of cattle in central east coast area 
of Florida. Numerous in Millard County, Utah, where a few cases 
of equine encephalomyelitis occurring. (page 312) 
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WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING SEPTEMBER 23, 1952 


A low pressure area centered over southwestern Canada at the be- 
ginning of the period induced southerly winds and mild weather over 
the eastern portion of the country during the first part of the week 
as this depression advanced eastward to the southeastern Canadian 
Provinces. Otherwise, weather conditions, particularly east of the 
Rockies, were generally dominated by southeastward advancing cool 
Folar air that was over the far Northwest on the 16th and extended 
to the Atlantic and Gulf coasts by the 20th. 


Frost and local freezes, generally the first for the season, occurred 
in extreme northern interior areas from about the 19th to the 23d, 
especially on the latter date when the minima reached 24° at West 
Yellowstone, Montana, 28° at Bemidji, Minnesota, and 29° at Spencer, 
Iowa. In contrast, temperatures exceeded 100° in much of the far 
Southwest from the 16th to the 19th, with 106° at Phoenix and Yuma, 
Arizona, on the 16th and 105° at Red Bluff, California, on the 19th. 
The week was cooler than usual in a large north-central area extending 
from the Dakotas, Nebraska, and Kansas eastward over the Appa- 
lachians, and warmer than normai in most other sections of the 
country, with the average weekly temperature departures ranging 
from minus 8° in eastern Iowa to plus 12° in southern Oregon. 


Precipitation for the week was moderate to heavy from southern 

Utah, northern Arizona, and some adjacent areas eastward to west- 
central Texas and from the Gulf to eastern Canada, with over 2 inches_ 
in much of the South Atlantic and East Gulf Coastal Plains, eastern 
Arkansas, and north-central Indiana. Elsewhere amounts were mostly 
light, with none from the north and middle Pacific Coast eastward to 
the western portions of Montana, South Dakota, and Nebraska, 
(Summary Supplied by U. S. Weather Bureau). 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending September 20 unless 
otherwise designated. 
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CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECTS 


GRASSHOPPERS (ates ididae) -- UTAH - Continue to Weicipe some 
green alfalfa fields in Erda vicinity. (G, F. Knowlton, September 
11). KANSAS - Scarce throughout the State. There have been no 

inquiries about SPEREIAD OG cchata | this summer. (R. GC. Smith). 


FIELD CRICKET. (Acheta eta aesitnilis) -- TEXAS - Pebitation in 


Amarillo not as heavy as in August, Found mostly around build- 
ings but causing very ‘little damage. (N. E. Daniels). 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis armigera) -- NEW YORK - More abun- 
dant than usual. {R. W.. Leiby). TENNESSEE - Heavy, widespread 
damage to soybeans. (R, F. Mullett, September 14), TEXAS - Heavy 
infestation in grain sorghum heads north of Lubbock. Light spotted 
infestations in coiton, (W, L. Qwens). KANSAS - Corn earworms 
and fall armyworms (Laphygma frugiperda) nave been exceptionally 
abundant in sorghum, causing extensive damage to the grain, par- 


ticularly in southwestern counties. (R. C,. Smith). 


FALL ARMYWORM (Laphygma frugiperda) -- FLORIDA - Light 
scattered infestation on pasture grasses in Gadsden County. An ex- 
perimental field of peanuts heavily infested at Ges Florida la a 
ment Station, (F. E. Guthrie), 


SUGARCANE BORER (Diatra aea saccharalis) -- FLORIDA - Wide- 
spread infestation in para grass (@ anicum p puspurascens) growing 
on roadsides and ditch banks along southern edg edge of Lake Okeechobee, 
Some of the larvae parasitized by Agathis sp. ce and Sue aor ase 


also infested but to lesser degree, (D. D, Adesteil 


STINK BUGS -- FLORIDA - Rice stink bug (Solubea pugnax) occurs in 
considerable numbers on rice in the Everglades. _ injury has been 
sporadic. Another bug, probably Mormidea pictiventris, also attack- 
ing this crop, Both species fairly plentiful on grasses. (W. G. 
Genung), GEORGIA - Causing fall pods in 25 acres of soybeans in 
Colquitt County. (J, H, Brown), | cee 


FALSE CHINCH BUG (Nysius ericae) -~ UTAH ~- Adults more numerous 
than usual around lights at Delta, (G, F, Knowlton). 


VELVETBEAN CATERPILLAR (Anticarsia gemmatilis) -- SOUTH 
CARCLINA - New brood causing further injury to soybeans; defolia- 
tion some fields, Also slight damage to peanuts. (W. J. Reid, 
Charleston area}, GEORGIA ~ Heavy infestation on velvetbeans and 
peanuts in Coffee County. (F. G, Geiger). Small lepidopterous 
larvae (prob. A. gemmatilis) infesting iarge acreage of soybeans in 
Spalding County. (M, Dupree). ALABAMA - Continued damage to 
scybeans in Mobile and Baidwin Counties in fields wnere adequate 
control has not been practiced. (K. S. Rohwer). Reported as far 
north as Jackson County on soybeans, Aiso attacking peanuts and 
alfalfa. (F, S, Arant). 


LYGUS BUGS (Lygus spp.} -- UTAH - Still numerous on alfalfa in 
Abraham, Sutherland, Delta vicinities. {G, F. Knowlton). 


CHALCIDS -- KANSAS - Abundant in alfalfa over rauch of the State. 
There is an excellent crop of alfalfa seed, although a high percent of 
old pods show chalcid infestation. (R, C. Smith). 


CORN LEAF APHID (Aphis maidis) -- TEXAS - Can still be found on 
sorghums near Amarillo, but causing little or no damage. (N. E. 
Daniels), 


A WHITE GRUB (Cyclocephala Dorealis is Arrow) -- NEBRASKA - This 
species responsikie ie for much of the grun rub injury in newly sodded lawns 
in eastern areas, {(R,. Staples). 


GREEN JUNE BEETLE (Cotinis nitida) -- TENNESSEE - Larvae 
began appearing in lawns the week of September 14 in eastern areas. 
(R. FP. Mullett). | 


FRUIT INSECTS 


CODLING MOTH (Carpocapsa pomonella) -- OHIO - Second-brood 
larvae leaving appies reached peak on September 11-12. Due to- 
hot weather some larvae still entering fruit. (C. R. Cutright). 


RED-BANDED LEA® ROLLER (Argyrotaenia velutinana) -- OHIO - 
Thiré generation larvae abundant in several nertheastern.orchards. _ 
(Cc... Cutright), 
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APPLE APHID (Aphis pomi) -- MAINE - Infestation spotty, moderate 
in Cumberland County. (H, C. Sweet), Much less blackening of 
fruit at Highmoor farm than in 1951, (I-athrop and McDonald, Report 
for August). 


SPIDER MITES -- OHIO - Two-spotted spider mite (Tetranychus 
bimaculatus) more abundant than usual on apples in northern area, 

but causing little commercial damage. European red mite (Meta- 
tranychus ulmi) darnage much less this vear than usual. (C, R. 
Cutright), MAINE - Severe infestation some orchards, though controls 
generally satisfactory. Winter eggs on heavily infested trees as early 
as August 16. In experimental orchards at Highmoor Farm, infestation 
: Bee to decline before end of ieee einseet Conditions in Maine). 


APPLE MAGGOT (Rhagoletis Hanlin), EMERGENCE DATES AND 
“SUMMARY OF REPORTS 


Flies appeared June 12 at Poughkeepsie, New York and in Wayne County, 
New York, June 24, Emergence June 17 in Middlesex County, Mas- 
sachusetts was unusually early for that area. First adults were re- 
corded in southern New Hampshire June 27. Adults (blueberry maggot) 
appeared in traps in Michigan blueberry fields July 7 with a second 

peak emergence occurring between July 25-31 at Benton Harbor, 

Sawyer, Grand Junction, Covert and South Haven. Emergence in the 
Preston and Twin Cities areas of Minnesota observed July 9. 


Apple maggot activity was heavy throughout Massachusetts; also in 
many New York counties. Damage was severe in neglected orchards 
in Ohio, Injury was also noted in orchards where short spray pro- 
grams had been followed. Unusual abundance was reported from 
Wisconsin, where inadequately protected orchards were heavily in- 
fested. An infestation in early apples was reported from Allegany 
County, Marvland. 


TRUCK CROP INSECTS 
MEALY BUGS -- TEXAS - One large tomato field near Winterhaven 


has infestation that may become severe, Also infesting nursery near 
Carrizo Springs. (B. H, Richardson), 


~ SOUTH CAROLIWA ~ Fight ie inodex ete abundant on young snap 
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HORNWORMS (Protoparce spp.) -- SOUTH CAROLINA - Large 
population on tomatoes; eggs abundant, Charleston area. (W. J. Reid). 
INDIANA - Very heavy outbreak, especially damaging to canning - . 
tomatoes by feeding in the fruits. Greatest abundance, apparently, 
from Indianapolis northward. (J. J. Davis), TEXAS - Damaging 
tomatoes near Quemado. (B. H, Richardson). 


BEAN LEAF BEETLE (ecreone fricateatny -- VIRGINIA - Injury | 
increasing on snap and lima beans, eastern area. (Brubaker, Green- 
wood, Hofmaster). ; 

STINK BUGS -- TENNESSEE - Damaging lima bean pods in local areas, 
East Tennessee. (R. P, Mullett, September 14); .— - 


MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE (Epilachna varivestis) -- FLORIDA - In- 
festation of fall snap beans, Gadsden County, unusually light. (1., M. 
May). TENNESSEE - Reappearing in numbers in all areas where 

high temperatures have kept them down during summer. (Re Pr, Muliett, 
September 14), as 


BEAN LEAF ROLLER (Urbanus proteus) -- SOUTH CAROL INA ~ 
Light to moderate infestation’on young snap beans, Charleston 
area, (W. J. Reid). atten 


LESSER CORNSTALK BORE R (Blaemopalpus lignosellus) LOCO A- 
HOMA - Damaging snap beans in Musiogee vicinity. (C. F. Stiles). 


beans, Charleston area, iW. J. Reid). 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis armigera) -- GEORGIA - Heavy infestation 
on lima beans in Spalding County. (i, Dupree),’ TENNESSEE - Injuring 
snap beans over widespread areas. (R. F, Mullett, September 14). 


PICKLEWORM (Diaphania nitidalis) -- SOUTH CAROLINA -- Population | 
increasing on cucumbers and 2zvash in Charleston area. (W. J. Reid). 
FLORIDA - Light infestation on fall squash in Gadsden County. (L. M. 


May). - 


WIREWCRMS (Elateridae) -- MAINE - Infestation and injury generally 
moderate to severe. Report for August. (J. H. Hawkins). 
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OCCURRENCE OF EUROPEAN EARWIG (Forficula auricularia) 1952* 


Infestations were unusually heavy this year in eastern Massachusetts 
with indications of spread north and westward from the Boston area. 
The pest was recorded for the first time in New Hampshire at Kingston. 
Specimens were collected in Niagara Falls, New York and Kane, fenn- 
sylvania; although, occurrences in these cities were apparently of a 
local nature, 


The earwig was a serious problem throughout most of Utah as an 
annoyance around homes as well as causing damage to raspberries, 
apricots and gardens 1 in some areas. Summit County had its worst 


the insect. Marin ‘County, California reported a phenomenal: increase 


‘in earwig populations. Heavy local infestations were found in San 


‘Mateo County, while heavy infestations severely damaged bushberries 


a Lincoln, Gallatin and Park Counties. 


i. in Santa Cruz County, Oregon had heavier than usual infestations in 
leas the Willamette Valiey. A severe infestation was recorded in Lake 


County, Montana together with moderate to heavy popalations in 


auton 


*Based on cooperative reports. 


.CABBAGE CATERFILLARS -- SOUTH CAROLINA - Cabbage looper 


(Trichoplusia ni) eggs and. ‘small larvae moderately abundant on cole 
crops, “Charleston area. (W. J. Reid). FILORIDA - Imported cab- 
bageworm (Pieris rapae) and cabbage looper fairly abundant on collards, 


+ Gadsden County, (L. M. May), TEXAS - Causing injury to broccoli 


near El Indio and may become worse if no cone Mesures are taken. 
(B, ‘A, Richardson). 


t- 


od wets (Aphidae) -- UTAH - Migrating into celery, northern areas, 
. however, populations on celery have been low this year so far as 


breeding on the crop is concerned, (G. F. Knowlton), NEW YORK - 


“Injurious infestations on potatoes some areas. With continued dry 


weather (Upstate) increase in populations expected. (R. W. Leiby, 
September 15), 


TARNISHED PLANT BUG (Lygus oblineatus) -- MAINE - Infestation 
and injury severe on many vegetables, small fruits and ornamentals 
generally throughout the State. Report for August. (J. H. Hawkins). 
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COTTON INSECTS 


PINK BOLI WORM (Pectinophora gossypiella) -- TEXAS - Five 
additional counties, outside the quarantine area, found infested for | 
the first time: Angelina, Cherokee, Kaufman (L. F. Curl, September 
18), Van Zandt and Montgomery (R. W. White, September 22). This 
totals 15 counties found infested to date this year outside the regulated 
area in Texas. ns 


BOLLWORMS (Heliothis spp. et al) -- NEW MEXICO - Heavy flight 
of adults past few days in Mesilla Valley. (M. Swoboda). 


COTTON LEAFWORM (Alabama argillacea) -- TEXAS - Many fields 
near Lubbock treated for control of leafworms during past week. 

(W. L, Owens), NEW MEXICO - Developing slowly, mostly in rank 
cotton, Artesia and Carlsbad districts. Scattered heavy infestation, 
especially in long staple cotton, Mesilla Valley. Light infestations 
Deming district. (M. Swoboda), PUERTO RICO - Light infestations, 
but no outbreaks, occurred in Isabella in mid-June; however, most 
were controlled by insecticides or natural factors. One heavy infesta- 
tion observed in small planting at the Rio Piedras in mid-September. 
At Aguirre, on south coast, a few caterpillars have been found, but 

to date infestation does not warrant control measures, (G, N, Wolcott). 


SALT-MARSH CATERPILLAR (Estigmene acrea) -- ARIZONA - Have 
developed into serious populations some areas. (J. N. Roney). 


SPIDER MITES -- TEXAS - Damaging infestations (Tetranychus 
bimaculatus predominating) in many fields this season in Lubbock area. 
Cotton in untreated fields will defoliate prematurely. (W. L. Owens). 
NEW MEXICO - Severe infestations in scattered fields, with most 
damage occurring near dry dusty roads, fences, and power lines. Most 
cotton near maturity and not warranting treatment, Artesia and Carls- 
bad districts. (M. Swoboda). ARIZONA - Building up some fields in 
rather alarming numbers; however, most cotton too far advanced to 
cause concern, (J. N. Roney). 
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OTHER FIBER PLANT INSECTS 


A CERAMBYCID tiene nwa lemniscata) -- FLORIDA - Again 
appearing in kenaf aes mine in the Everglades, but not quite as 
abundantly as in 1951, -'Also attacking okra near Belle Glade: , Adults 
and larvae as well as numerous oviposition. holes found in okra. Ovi- 
position punctures largely confined to leaf stems. and fruit stems of 
okra, while in kenaf and ragweed oviposition takes place incanes 
and stalks. This insect seems to prefer its native host until the 
plants become extremely mee and nearly dead late in the season, 
(W. G. Genung). 


et ee TS 


A LOOPER (uclanoloptie imitata) -- IDAHO - An Guibebate ee spread 
through approximately 275, 000 acres in Latah County, northern Idaho. 
The infestation is largely confined to grand fir, Abies grandis, though 
Douglas-fir also has been attacked to a lesser degree in the same area, 
Only current season's needles appear to have been fed upon, but this 
has resulted in almost complete defoliation of the upper crown terminal. 
The loopers are currently pupating in mineral soil about one-half inch 
below the. duff. (F . Ce Johnson), 


BRONZE. BIRCH BORER (ae ise anxius) -- INDIANA - Many reports 
of damage from various parts ‘of t the State during past two weeks. 
Perhaps dry weather during the past season has been partly: pepene- 
ible for the unusual number of reports. (J. J. Davis). - t 


EUROFEAN SPRUCE SAWFLY (Ciprion (Gilpinis) hereynieeyl -- MAINE - 
Alarming numbers in collections from Hancock and Washington Counties; 
considerable numbers in scattered collections from Aroostook County. 
peport for August. (H. B, Pierson). 


“SPRUCE BUDWORM (Choristoneura iia Partaeatiansy -- MAINE - Severe 
infestation and moderate injury “some areas Aroostook County during 


eae Peet (H. B, pe ese 


i MOUNTAINASH SAWFLY (@rieewtera geniculata) -- MAINE - ‘Severe 


infestation, moderate injury, Mount i eehae: Island curing August. 
(H, B. Fierson), 
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MAPLEWORMS -- KANSAS - Have caused serious damage to maples 
in the eastern third of the see ee CG; seciinly 


SPIDER MITES -- KANSAS - ‘still abundant on evergreens,. Some 
serious damage reported in Hill City. (R. C. Smith). 


BEECH SCALE (Cryptococcus fagi) -- MAINE - Severe infestation © 
and injury, central and western areas during August. (H. B. Pierson), 


‘ELM LEAF BEETLE (Galerucella xanthomelaena) -- MAINE - Severe 
infestation and injury during August in Biddleford-Saco-Kittery vicinities, 
(H. B. Pierson). 


CALTALPA SPHINX (Ceratomia catalpae) -- KANSAS - Catalpa trees 
in the southern section of Manhattan are infested this year, This is 
unusual in this State. (R. C., Smith). 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


SCREW-WORM (Callitroga americana) ~- OKLAHOMA - Unusually 
heavy in Stillwater vicinity. (C. F. Stiles}, ALABAMA - Specimens 
identified from infested calf in Dallas County, Sa hn LSA RWS 
Arant). FLORIDA - Infestation in Gadsden County light, comparable to 
1951 fall infestation, (L. M, May). NEBRASKA - Widespread out- 
break now general throughout centrai and eastern areas of State. 
Indications that the flies criginated from animals imported from Texas. 
The infestation first became noticeable shortly after August 10. In- 
festations are seca serious in navels = fall calves. (Guate and 
Roselle). 


se MOSQUITOES (Culic: idae) -- MAINE - Cutbreak in August followed late 

Sie Be rains in ay Cumberland Cole (H. C. Sweet) and Jonesboro, 
Washington County (F, H, Lathrop), FLORIDA - Species of Psorophora, 

~ Aedes, and Culex: are: the most. serious pests of cattle: along the central 


--- east coast area, Troublesome populations of Mansonia. perturbans 


have been recorded in north central area. (C. M, Jones), .UTAH - 
Extremely numerous at Lynndyl and Leamington, Millard ‘County, where 
a few cases of equine encephalomyelitis now occurring, . Very numerous 
{mainly Aédes dorsalis).on many farms in Hunter, Lakepaint, Erda, 
Magna vicinities. (G, F, Knowiton), hi ee 


Pasi 


